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How to Use This Textbook

eHow this textbook is organized, and how to use it

This textbook is made up of the Presession and 15 units. Each unit comprises topics, each of which
contains several chapters on sentence structure and expression. The topics focus on areas that elementary
learners of the Japanese language are expected to have numerous opportunities to converse in. Important
expressions in the first half of the elementary level are repeated in different topics, thereby enabling you to
remember the correct functions of the sentence structure and expression.

The Presession provides a summary of basic verbs, adjectives, numbers (time, days, prices), and par-
ticles. As it is a compilation of expressions that are frequently used when conversing about the topics cov-
ered in this textbook, use this section to check and remember any words and expressions that you do not
understand or have forgotten.

The estimated learning time for one unit is 120 minutes. You should be able to cover five topics in one
week and 15 topics in three weeks.

As shown in the Table of Contents, the topics are arranged in a sequence that avoids any form of bias.

However, as sentence structures appear repeatedly, you may begin studying from any chapter.

eHow each unit is organized, and how to use them

[Let’s Try!!
Learn vocabulary, expressions, and sentence structures

while conversing about the topics covered in each unit.

The section beside the title (1)) shows conversational
topics and linguistic behaviors that you will be able to ac-
quire in the unit. First, study the illustrations and diagrams,
and imagine the contents of the conversation and the situ-
ations in which it may arise.

As you advance through the unit while answering the

questions set out in each unit (@), you will gradually ac-

quire the ability to converse about the topic with some de-
gree of fluency. While the practice patterns differ for each
unit, you can quickly learn to say what you want to simply by
replacing the words that are highlighted in green (®). As Japanese proficiency is acquired through conver-
sation, you will be able to apply the expressions that you learn immediately. Incorporate the things that you
wish to say to create an original textbook that is tailored to your own needs.

As there are many illustrations, it is easy to pick up the expressions and vocabulary at one glance. Fre-

quently used vocabulary is summarized under each topic, so you can also use these as wordlists (@).

*Vocabulary lists can also be downloaded free-of-charge from BONJINSHA's website.

http://www.bonjinsha.com/weekly_j_s1/



[Language Focus]

While the “Let’s Try!!” section does not provide detailed explanations
about each and every sentence structure and expression, you can check the
key points for sentence structures covered in each unit by using the “Lan-
guage Focus” section. This section not only provides the English translations

(®) of the key sentence structures, but also presents information about

parts of speech and how to apply them (©&)).

[Try It Out]

The “Try It Out” section offers examples of conversations that you can use

Ty it Out.

to communicate with others after they have completed your study of the unit.
You can also use it as a benchmark of how successfully they have achieved the
“Can-do” goals (target level of conversation) in each unit.

By listening to the audio files, you can check the accents, intonation, as

well as the natural responses, and expressions of hesitation and conversation

fillers. By using the examples of conversation as a reference, you can practice

keeping a conversation in a more natural manner. It would also be a good idea

to remove parts of the script for dictation, or to try out shadowing practices.

Please download the audio files from BONJINSHA’s website for your use.
http://www.bonjinsha.com/weekly_j_s1/

[English translation of “Try It Out” section] (pages 153- 158)

[Let’s Talk]

Finally, have a go at answering the questions using the expressions

Let's Talk

learnt in each unit. 0 8

The questions are not provided in the textbook. Instead, you are required
to listen to audio recordings of the questions and write down the answers.
Answering the questions verbally in addition to writing the answers down
provides you with the opportunity to practice conversational Japanese. As

you answer questions in reference to yourself, you will be able to practice

conversation that is closely similar to actual communication.

@ Please download the audio files from BONJINSHA's website for your use.
http://www.bonjinsha.com/weekly_j_s1/

[Questions and sample answers in the “Let’s Talk” section] (pages 159- 165)

These pages contain questions and sample answers in the “Let’s Talk” section.
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